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THE OUTLOOK FOR SCIENCE^ 

The most remote origins of science are to 
be sought in the early observations of primi- 
tive races of men. At first phenomena were 
probably registered in memory with no attempt 
to relate them other than by means of the 
hypothesis that they were due to the will of 
some intelligence akin to that of man. It 
appears that an enormous period of time 
elapsed before men began to conceive even the 
possibility that these phenomena were bound 
together by laws through which they were 
capable of explanation. A long preparation 
of experience seems to have been necessary 
before this conception could arise. 

But we are not to look back upon this period 
as barren. It gave rise to one thing at least 
of essential importance, namely, the effort to 
relate phenomena in such a way as to make the 
universe intelligible. It matters little what 
particular explanation was first offered; but 
it was a thing of profound importance to have 
conceived the possibility of any explanation 
at all. 

The preliminary forms of this conception 
have probably been lost from the view of his- 
tory. The first name which appears on the 
record as we now have it and indeed the first 
name in the history of European thought is 
that of the Greek philosopher Thales. He 
sought to go behind the great multiplicity of 
phenomena in the hope of finding a deep unity 
from which all difference had been evolved 
and by means of which these phenomena might 
themselves be explained. 

It is interesting to note particularly that in 
this first attempt to make the universe intel- 
ligible Thales sought to ground everything in 
a single material cause. This he found in 
water. How he related it to the plurality of 
phenomena is not known. It is certain, how- 

i An address delivered to the Indiana Chapter 
of the Society of Sigma Xi on November 5, 1914. 



